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MONDAY 

          

OPEN  

Have you ever had anyone poke you in the eye? I mean it’s, it’s, it’s an 

offense that really causes you to reel because your eyes are so sensitive. 

And, and when they do that to you, I mean you want to lash back, say, 

“Don’t do that to me.” Do you know what God means when He says, “Don’t 

touch My anointed. Don’t you touch the pupil of My eye.” The pupil of 

God’s eye is God’s people, and we’re going to look at what happens when 

people touch God’s eye. 

 

PART ONE 

When you think about something getting in your eye or someone coming up 

and touching your eye, then what happens is you’re blinking. And you’re 

blinking because the eye is so very, very sensitive. Well when we open 1 

Samuel, chapter 15 what we’re going to see in essence is what God is going 

to do to those who touched the apple, the pupil of His eye. And what I want 
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us to do as we look at 1Samuel, chapter 15 is, is to realize that we are 

moving right now in a pivotal chapter into the introduction of David, the 

man after God’s own heart. And if you want to appreciate that transition 

from Saul to David then you have to really start at 1 Samuel, chapter 15. So 

that’s what we’re going to look at today. And I know that God is going to 

bless you. And so in 1 Samuel, chapter 15 it says, “Then Samuel said to 

Saul, ‘The Lord sent me to anoint you as king over His people, over 

Israel; now therefore, listen to the words of the Lord.’”(1Samuel 15:1) 

In other words, “God has made you the king and now God has a message for 

you.” And he says, “Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘I will punish Amalek 

for what he did to Israel, how he set himself against him on the way 

[when] he was coming…from Egypt. Now go and strike Amalek and 

utterly destroy all that he has, and do not spare him; but put to death 

both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and 

donkey.’”(15:2-3) You say, “Whoa, I mean He is really upset with those 

people. I mean they really must have hit Him in the eye very, very hard.” 

Yes, He is very upset with the Amalekites. And the reason that He’s upset 

with them is because of what the Amalekites, what Amalek did to the 

children of Israel when they had come out of the house of bondage, when 

they had come out of Egypt and how they tormented them. And what we’re 

going to see is this: that [“God is a God of love, that God is a God of 

compassion, that His mercies are new every morning.”] (Lamentations 3:22-

23 Paraphrase) But if you go against His word, and if you go against His 

people then eventually, and get the word eventually, then eventually God 

will deal with you. So what I want us to do is to see this word utterly 

destroy. Now it is going to become a key word in this chapter. And I want 

you to understand what he’s saying and telling Saul that he is to do to the 

Amalekites. In verse 3 it says, [“‘Now go and strike Amalek and utterly 

destroy utterly destroy him for what he did to Israel. And you are to not 

spare him, but you are to put to death both man and woman, child and infant, 
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ox and sheep, camel and donkey; everything is to be utterly 

destroyed.”](15:3 Paraphrase) Now the root of that word utterly destroyed 

and it’s only used in this chapter in 1 Samuel, is h-r-m, and h-r-m means to 

give totally. You are to give totally all that belongs to the Amalekites; you 

are to give it totally to God for destruction. And it says, “Woman, child and 

infant.”(15:3b) In other words, when you go in there you are to put even the 

babies to death. You say, “That’s absolutely horrible. I don’t want to hear 

about a God like that.” I know it’s hard to understand, isn’t it. It’s hard to 

understand because you look at an infant, you look at a child and you say, 

“but they’re so innocent.” But you see, infants and children grow up. And as 

infants and children grow up, and listen very carefully, they in essence, 

become a product of their environment. They become a product of what is 

happening in their lives. And unless God intervenes, I mean if they are 

raised wrong they can end up wrong. And this is why it’s so important 

Beloved, for you to know that the way that you raise your children is 

absolutely crucial. Well let’s go back and find out why God is so upset with 

Amalek. And I want us to go back to Exodus, chapter 17. Now Exodus, 

chapter 17 is an absolutely awesome, awesome chapter, because the children 

of Israel have come out of the land of Egypt. They’re in the wilderness. As a 

matter of fact, they’re in the Wilderness of Sin. Now it’s not because they’re 

sinning there. It’s just called the Wilderness of Sin, and I’ve been there. It’s 

just incredible. I mean we do this when we go to Israel, when we take our 

teaching tours, and you look out over it and it’s absolutely breathtaking 

because it’s sand and dirt and with a little oasis here and a little oasis there. 

But in this Wilderness of Sin where they were so thirsty God had Moses 

strike a rock and the rock brought forth water and all the children of Israel 

drank. But right after that triumph there came a trial. And many times 

Beloved, that’s the way it is in our lives. Things are going great and it, it 

seems everything is wonderful and then all of a sudden somebody in a sense 

pokes you in the eye. All of sudden there’s an upsetting event. You know 



1 SAMUAEL, PART 2 (WHO ARE YOU MOST LIKE – SAUL OR DAVID?) 

PROGRAM 1 (#911011) 

WEEK 1 (911303) 

2011 PRECEPT MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL 

 

 4 

what I’m talking about because it’s happened to you. Maybe you’ve been in 

a group and everything is going well and then somebody says something or 

somebody does something and all of a sudden the whole atmosphere 

changes. Well that’s what happens in Exodus, chapter 17. In verse 8 it says, 

“Then Amalek came and fought against Israel at Rephidim. So Moses 

said to Joshua, ‘Choose…for us and go out, [and] fight against Amalek. 

Tomorrow I will station myself on…top of the hill with the staff of God 

in my hand.’”(Exodus 17:8-9) And it says, “[And] Joshua did as Moses 

told him, and fought against Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went 

to the top of the hill.”(17:10) Now I’m not going to read you all the story. 

But I will tell you this, and you probably remember it if you’ve studied the 

Bible, but what you find is when those men were down there fighting in the 

valley, if Moses could keep the rod of God in his hand and held high, then 

they would win the battle. But when his hands became heavy, then what 

happened is they began to loose, and that was why there was Aaron and Hur 

there to hold up his hands. Well eventually the battle was won and then it 

says in verse 13, “So Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with 

the edge of the sword. Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Write this in a 

book as a memorial and recite it to Joshua, that I will utterly…,’” Now 

listen, “…I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under 

heaven.”(17:13-14) I want you to know Beloved, that there is a day coming 

when you won’t remember who poked you in the eye. You won’t remember 

who hurt you. You won’t remember who wounded you. Those sad thoughts 

will not come back to your mind. There is a day coming, just as there is a 

day when God is going to blot out the memory of Amalek from under 

heaven. But watch what he goes on to say. “[And] Moses built an altar and 

named it The Lord Is My Banner...;”(17:15) Now this is one of the names 

of God. It’s Jehovah, or Yahweh-Nissi, and it means the Lord, my banner. In 

other words He’s the standard that I’m going to stand under. He’s the flag 

that I’m going to hold. As you saw that famous statue from Iwo Jima in 
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World War II and they’re putting up the flag and the strain of those men 

putting that flag there, saying, “Hey, we have conquered. Hey, we have won. 

In the midst of this brutal battle we have come out as more than conquerors. 

Well this is what God is saying: “I’m the banner that you stand under. And I 

want you to know that if you will stand under My banner I will take care of 

your enemies.” “…and he said, ‘The Lord has sworn. The Lord has 

sworn…;’” Yahweh, Jehovah has sworn, “…‘the Lord will have war 

against Amalek from generation to generation.’”(17:16) Well what we’ve 

come to is we’ve come to the generation to the time of Saul and He is going 

to have war against Amalek. And He’s going to have war against Amalek 

because Amalek touched God’s anointed. I want you to go to Deuteronomy, 

chapter 25. Now remember it’s the last book of the Law, so this is what I 

would suggest that you do. I would suggest that when you study your Bible 

that you use a pencil cause then you can write and you can erase if it’s not 

neat enough for you. I mean sometimes I get to be a little bit of a neat freak. 

And if it’s not neat enough for you or if you decide you don’t want it, then 

you can simply erase it. And so next to 1 Samuel, chapter 15, verse 3 you 

would have written Exodus, chapter 17, verse 8–16 and then next to verse 16 

you could write Amalek references and put down Deuteronomy, chapter 25 

and then verses 17 to 19. So let’s go to Deuteronomy 25, because I want you 

to understand why God is dealing with Amalek and why He is saying, “I 

want you to utterly destroy everything, everything that belongs to Amalek. I 

want you to destroy all the Amalekites. I want them gone. I’m going to have 

war with them because they attacked My people, because they came up on 

the rear of My people and they did not honor them and they did not honor 

Me when they touched them.” Now listen, in a sense, although you may 

have a hard time understanding God, this ought to give you comfort. It ought 

to remind you that God is going to take care of those that deal wrongly with 

you, in His time. “Remember…,” verse 17, “…what Amalek did to you 

along the way when you came out of Egypt, how he met you along the 
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way and attacked among you all the stragglers at your rear when you 

were faint and weary; and he did not fear God.”(Deuteronomy 25:17-

18) To fear God means to trust God. To fear God means to respect God. To 

fear God means to honor Him as God. The next word of the next verse says, 

“Therefore,” and when you see a therefore you want to find out what the 

therefore is there for, and we’ll see that right after this break. 

 

PART TWO 

Welcome back Beloved. You know I was thinking while you were on that 

break, it is one thing to deal with an adversary when you know, hey, that’s 

an adversary, and I can see that adversary coming towards me. Amalek came 

against the children of Israel from the rear. They didn’t know that he was 

coming. And the thing is, he did it when they were faint. He did it when they 

were weary. Isn’t that often times the way it happens? The enemy sends 

somebody into your life when you are faint, when you are weary, and they 

kind of sneak up on you and they attack you from the back. You say, “It’s 

not fair.” You’re right it’s not fair. But you know what? Because you belong 

to God, God is going to enable you to win the battle. And God is going to 

enable you to walk victoriously if you will just remember these principles 

and precepts from His Word. Look at verse 19. Remember I said, “There’s a 

therefore.” And he says, “…when you were faint and weary…[Amalek] 

did not fear God. Therefore it shall come about when the Lord your 

God has given you rest from all your surrounding enemies, in the land 

which the Lord your God gives you as an inheritance to 

possess.”(Deuteronomy 25:18b-19) Well, that’s where they are. They’re in 

the land. The land has been conquered now, and yet there is an enemy to be 

dealt with. And so now God is going to send Saul to the Amalekites where 

Saul can work out what God says here. Watch. He says, “…in the land 

which the Lord God gives you as an inheritance to possess, you shall 

blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven…;” And then he 
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makes this statement: “…you must not forget.”(25:19b) Well Saul has a 

call on his life. Now if you’re marking this and you want you want to do 

this. So right in the margin next to verse 17, Amalek, A-m-a-l-e-k. So write 

that in your margin, and next to that put 1 Samuel, chapter 15 and then 

verses 2 – 33, because in all that passage of 1 Samuel 15 the focus is going 

to be on Amalek. Now let’s go back to 1 Samuel, chapter 15. Now what are 

you doing? And I want you to see this because I don’t want to just sit here 

and teach you and have you buy and swallow everything that I say, because I 

want you to know how to study the Word of God yourself, how to listen to 

various teachers and how to discern whether they are teaching you truth or 

not, and whether it’s in accord with the whole counsel of God. And that’s 

why it’s so important, Beloved, for you to study the Bible book-by-book, for 

you to learn God’s truths precept-upon-precept because through His precepts 

you get understanding and then you can hate every false way. And you hate 

it because it’s false, because it goes against the Word of God, the very words 

that come out of God’s mouth, and which are absolute truth. Well, when we 

go back to 1 Samuel, chapter 15 it says, “Then Samuel said to Saul, ‘The 

Lord sent me to anoint you as king...’”(1Samuel 15:1a) Verse 2: “…‘I 

will punish Amalek.’”(15:2b) Verse 3: “‘Now go and strike Amalek and 

utterly destroy all that he has, and do not spare him…;”(15:3a) In other 

words, “I want you to destroy Amalek and that means if you’re going to 

destroy Amalek,” and listen very carefully, [“you’re going to go for the head 

of Amalek and the head of Amalek is the king of Amalek. So I want you to 

destroy him. I want you to destroy all that he has. I want you to get the 

children. I want you to get the women, which are the natural ones that you 

would spare, and also I want you to deal with all the animals. All the animals 

are to go.”] (Paraphrasing 15:2-3) All right now, verse 4: “Then Saul 

summoned the people and numbered them in Telaim, 200,000 foot 

soldiers and 10,000 men of Judah.”(15:4) That’s quite an army he’s 

mustered. “Saul came to the city of Amalek.”(15:5a) Now what God is 
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doing is God is sending Saul south and we believe that He’s probably 

sending him down to a Tel that they have uncovered. It’s very, very 

interesting. And it’s called Telmaros, m-a-r-o-s. And it’s about seven miles 

east to southeast of Beersheba. It’s down in what we call the Negev, in kind 

of the desert part, and that’s where Amalek was living. And so He’s going to 

send him south. And He’s going to send him down there with this army to 

punish them. Now what you want to do is when you read the Bible and study 

the Bible, and I’ve told you this before, but you want to watch the when’s 

and you want to watch the where’s. So you want to mark time references 

with a little clock. And you want to mark where’s. And what I do in my 

Bible is I double underline them in a green line so that I can follow the 

sequence of events and know when they happened and where they 

happened. So it says, “Saul came to the city of Amalek and he set an 

ambush in the valley. [And] Saul said to the Kenites…,” now listen, this 

is so important, “…‘Go, depart, go down from among the Amalekites, so 

that I do not destroy you with them; for you showed kindness to all the 

sons of Israel when they came up from Egypt.’ So the Kenites departed 

from…the Amalekites.”(15:5-6) So here they were together. Now I want 

you to see the justice of God. I want you to see the compassion of God. I 

want you to understand who God is, because so many times we have a 

warped view of God because we go by our own reasoning and our own 

understanding. And God tells us not to lean to our own understanding. God 

tells us “that man’s thoughts are not God’s thoughts, that God’s thoughts are 

so much higher.” So if you want to know God’s thoughts you’ve got to 

know God’s ways. And the way that you know God’s ways Beloved, is by 

doing exactly what we are doing, and that is studying through the Bible 

book-by-book, chapter-by-chapter, verse-by-verse and seeing what God has 

to say. And as you do that you get to know your God and the people who 

know their God are able to stand firm and they are able to take action. They 

are able to have a strength, not to be faint and not to be weary, but be able to 
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handle any situation of life. And so that’s what this program is all about. It’s 

about establishing you in God’s Word as that which produces reverence for 

Him. Well this is what it says: “…So the Kenites departed from…the 

Amalekites.”(15:6b) Now what you see is God has made a distinction 

between the good and between the evil, between those that have feared Him 

and those that have not feared Him, between those that have treated God’s 

people properly and those that have not treated God’s people properly. And 

all of this takes us immediately right back to Genesis, chapter 12. Now in 

Genesis, chapter 12 we find God calling Abraham and Abraham is going to 

become the father of the nation of Israel. And that comes out later through 

His seed and through his son, who’s in his line which is Jacob, whose name 

is changed to Israel. But when He calls him in Genesis, chapter 12, out of 

the Ur of the Chaldees He tells him that He is going to make of him a great 

nation and that in him, in that nation all the kingdoms of the earth, all the 

other nations of the earth will be blessed. And they will be blessed by 

understanding that from Abraham is coming the Messiah, the Meshia-

hameshia, the Savior of the world who will someday destroy all those 

nations who have opposed Him. And so we come to verse 3 and He makes 

this statement, “And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who 

curses you I will curse.”(Genesis 12:3a) God keeps His word and you can 

know that today Beloved, and you can trust in Him and you can cling to 

Him. 


