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THURSDAY 

          

OPEN  

Christmas: retailers absolutely love Christmas. Why? Because it’s the best- 

selling season of the year. And let’s admit it, we like getting gifts, that is, if 

the gift is what we want, if it meets our expectations or goes beyond our 

expectations. Other times we wonder, “How am I going to hide my 

disappointment at this gift?” I want to talk to you about a gift that nobody 

will be disappointed with this year, if you’ll give it in love. 

 

PART ONE 

When you think of Christmas, Beloved, what do you think of? Do you think 

of simply presents? Do you think of simply giving and getting gifts and 

having fun and getting holiday time off and spending a lot of money and 

going into debt? O Precious One, that’s not what Christmas is all about. 

Christmas is about the gift of love. Christmas is about you and I knowing 

and experiencing the love of God. And when you and I know and experience 
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the love of God, then what you and I have is a gift that we can give to others, 

a gift that is so desperately, desperately needed. It is a gift that does not 

disappoint. It is a gift that people long for. And that’s what I want to talk 

about today. You know, when you think of Christmas, you think of God’s 

love for us. [Of God’s so loving the world that He gave His only begotten 

Son. Jesus was born to die so that you and I who are dead in our sins might 

have forgiveness of sins and live.] (PARAPHRASE, John 3:16, 1 John 4:9, 

10) Christmas is all about [you loving God in return]. (PARAPHRASE, 1 

John 4:19) [But it’s also about you and I allowing that love of God to flow 

through us and to minister to others. You and I are the expression, Beloved, 

of God’s love.] (PARAPHRASE, 1 John 4:21, Romans 5:5) We are His 

hands. We are His heart. We are His mouth, [we are His arms that are given 

to the world to show them how much God loves them]. (PARAPHRASE, 

John 13:34) And I want us to go today to the gospel of John to these [final 

words that Jesus had to give to His disciples before He left, before He went 

to the cross, before He went to the garden of Gethsemane.] 

(PARAPHRASE, John 13:19) [He wanted them to know that in this world 

that they would have tribulation. But He had overcome the world.] 

(PARAPHRASE, John 16:33) And yet He wanted us to be His 

representatives here in the world. And what makes us His representatives is 

the way that we treat each other. It’s the way that we respond to others. It’s 

what we give them and it’s giving them the gift of love. And so what I want 

you to do is I want you to go to John, chapter 15. In John chapter 15 Jesus is 

in the upper room. He is speaking to His disciples. [They have just 

celebrated the Passover Meal. He has inaugurated what you and I would call 

Holy Communion or the Lord’s Supper as He takes the bread and as He 

breaks the bread and He tells them that this is My body which was broken 

for you. This is My blood, the blood of the New Covenant which is shed for 

you.] (PARAPHRASE, Matthew 26:26-28) And as He does that and He sits 

down with them and He begins to discuss what they need to know so they 
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can make it in the world. In John chapter 15 Jesus is speaking, and in verse 9 

this is what He says, “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved 

you; abide in My love.” (John 15:9) He’s saying, “The Father loves Me. 

And the very way that the Father loves Me I want to love you. I want to give 

you the same love that I have received from the Father.” This is what God 

wants you to do for others. This Christmas as you go about your tasks, first 

of all, as you go about your duties in the house, you can know that you’re 

going to get so busy and you’re going to get so pressured, especially if 

you’re a woman. Believe me, in my family Christmas happens because I 

make it happen. I mean I’m the one that buys the presents. I’m the one that 

wraps the presents. I’m the one that cooks the meals. I’m the one that plans 

the parties. Now I have a precious, precious husband and he is there to help 

me do what I need around the house, but he doesn’t want to go shopping. I 

mean he’ll shop for my present on the very last day, if I get one, and I’m 

saying if I get one it’s because many times what we decide is, we’re going to 

take what we would give and we’re going to give it to someone else. And 

that believe me, at this stage in life, that is a great joy to both of us. But 

Christmas happens because I make it happen. Well sometimes the pressure 

can be so great because when I make things happen I want them to be 

perfect. I’m a perfectionist and so I want it to be just right. I love going 

around the house. I love lighting the candles. I love turning on the lights. I 

love the ambiance of it all. I just love it. I love the music. I love everything 

about it. But I can get frayed and I can get uptight and I can get tense if I’m 

not careful. And what I have to remember is that Christmas is about love. 

And if I do all these other things and yet I’m not loving at home, if I’m short 

with my husband, if I’m uptight and I’m going on like that, Christmas loses 

what it’s all about. It’s not about the gifts. It’s not about the decorations. 

Christmas is about love. And so you and I need to know that what God 

wants from us is God wants you and me to be the channel for His love. So at 

home in the stores, in the market place wherever you are at the parties what 
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you need to say to God is, “Okay God, I am here and I am Your 

representative. And I know Christmas is about love. So I’m asking You to 

help me to love others just as You have loved me.” Now how do you do 

that? Well Jesus said, “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have…loved 

you…,” and then He says, “…abide in My love.” (John 15:9) Now “abide” 

is like this. Abiding in His love is sitting down, it’s snuggling in His love. 

It’s resting in His love. It’s being at home in His love. If you’re going to 

love others the way you ought to love, then you have to snuggle in God’s 

love. You have to abide in God’s love. You have to be at home in God’s 

love. So how is that going to happen? Well one of things that I would 

suggest that you do is that you read through one of the gospels, possibly the 

gospel of John. And as you read through that gospel, watch Jesus in action; 

listen to what He says and what He is teaching. Watch the people as they 

react to Him. Some will love Him. Others will take up stones and they will 

want to kill Him. Others will call Him names, but watch Him. Watch how 

He handles the different people. In John for instance, if you’re going to go 

through John, watch how He handles Nicodemus in John chapter 3. 

Nicodemus is a Pharisee. Nicodemus is one that’s supposed to know 

everything, and yet he hears about Jesus and what he hears draws him. And 

so secretly he comes to Him at night. Watch what he says to Nicodemus. 

Then in John chapter 4 watch how He treats the woman at the well, the 

Samaritan woman, the woman that’s had five husbands. The woman that’s 

living with a man and she’s not even married to him. The woman that goes 

to the well at noon instead of the time when other women go, because of 

their gossipy tongues. Watch how this woman who is a Samaritan, looked 

down upon by the Jews because she’s a half-breed; she’s half Jew, she’s half 

Gentile. Look at how He treats her when the other Jews do not treat her that 

way. Look at John and watch as Jesus listens to this Centurion and listens to 

him about His son and how He heals the son. Watch Jesus give. Abide in His 

love. And as you read those things then ask God, “God, I want this 
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Christmas to be very, very special. I want it to be a Christmas of deep 

satisfaction. I want it to be a Christmas that has the true sense of the 

meaning of Christmas which is “God so loved the world that He gave…’ 

(John 3:16) And that’s what I want it to be. I don’t want it to be about 

receiving. I don’t want it to be about presents. I want it to be about me 

giving and expressing love according to people’s needs. That’s what I want.” 

Now watch what He goes on and He says. He says in verse 10, “If you keep 

My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My 

Father’s commandments and abide in His love.” (John 15:10) Now if 

you’re going to be at home in His love, if you’re going to be filled with His 

love, then it does imply there’s going to be obedience. It means that if you’re 

going to have this love flow through you, it’s going to flow through a clean 

channel. And that means that what you’re going to do is, that you are going 

to love others because you have loved God, and because you are willing to 

keep God’s commandments. John chapter 15 and I want us to look at verse 

12 now. And this is what Jesus says, “This is My commandment, that you 

love one another….” (John 15:12) So He’s said, “Okay, if you want to 

abide in My love you’ve got to keep My commandments. And this is My 

commandment, that you love one another.”  You say, “He is commanding 

love. What if I don’t feel love?” Well what I want you to understand is this, 

Precious One, that love is not an emotion. Love is an act of obedience. And 

love is demonstrated in giving. [Love is demonstrated in looking at another 

person and seeing what their needs are and then doing what you can to 

supply their needs.] (PARAPHRASE, James 2:15, 16) That’s why the verse 

for Christmas is “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 

Son….” (John 3:16) Why? Because you and I are sinners and you and I are 

in need of forgiveness. And so Christmas is all about God sending His Son 

so that you and I might be forgiven and that we might know the love of God. 

We’ll talk about it more in just a minute. 
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PART TWO 

In John, Jesus tells us that we are to love one another. It’s a command. It’s a 

command, and you and I need to understand. [That if we are commanded to 

do something, then we can do it.] (PARAPHRASE, John 14:21) Now the 

only way that we can love is to know God. The only way that we can really 

genuinely love another person the way they need to be loved is to have 

God’s love in us, to have [God dwelling in us and for us to be at home in His 

love.] (PARAPHRASE, John 14:23) I want to take us to one more verse in 

John chapter 15. Because what I want you to see is Jesus is repeating this. 

He is saying it again. In John chapter 15 verse 17, this is what He says, 

“This [I command you], that you love one another….” (John 15:17) You 

and I, as children of God, are to have this strong bond of love. Is there 

someone in your church that you don’t like? Is there someone in your church 

that you avoid? Is there someone whose personality irritates you? Jesus is 

commanding you to love that person. Now if He commands something, that 

means that you are able to do it. He tells us in verse 18 that, “If the world 

hates you, you know that it…hated Me before it hated you.” (John 

15:18) So as you go out and you step out into the world this Christmas 

season and people treat you rudely or you go to mention Jesus Christ and 

they get in a huff, don’t let it bother you. [Just remember you’re standing 

there in the stead of Jesus Christ and the world hated Him and the world is 

going to hate you. And that’s all right. Because they hated Him they should 

hate you.] (PARAPHRASE, John 15:17) It shouldn’t be any separation 

between you and Jesus. And it goes on to say, “If you were of the world, 

the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but 

I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.” (John 

15:19) So the other thing I want you to know and understand is that as you 

go to these parties, as you mingle with the people, there is going to be a 

group of people that are going to avoid you. There’s going to be a group of 

people that are going to talk about getting together and they’re going to 
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leave you out. And when they leave you out, yes, it hurts. I do not like to be 

left out. But I want you to stop and smile. And I want you to just offer that 

smile to God and say, “God, thank You for loving me. Thank You for not 

rejecting me. Thank You for Christmas. Thank You for the gift of Your Son. 

O God, thank You for letting me be so identified with Christ that the world 

hates me because the world hated Him.” Well, all of this Jesus says after 

John 13. And yet I want to go back to John, chapter 13, verse 33. Jesus is 

speaking to them. [He has just celebrated the Passover meal. He has just 

inaugurated the last supper as we call it. And He has proclaimed this is the 

new covenant in His blood and that we are to partake of that fruit of that 

fruit juice of that wine, we are to partake of that bread because we’re 

partaking of Him.] (PARAPHRASE, Matthew 26:26-28) [Judas has left. He 

has gone off to betray Jesus. He pretended to love Him but he really didn’t 

love Him and now he’s going to sell Him for thirty pieces of silver.] 

(PARAPHRASE, John 13:1, 2, 26, 27) Jesus then turns and He says this, 

“Little children, I am with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; 

and as I said to the Jews, now also I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you 

cannot come.’ ” (John 13:33) [“I’m leaving you and you can’t come with 

Me right now.”] (PARAPHRASE, John 13:33) He says, “A new 

commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have 

loved you, that you also love one another.” (John 13:34) Now when you 

stop and you think about that, I remember I would read it and I would think, 

“Well, it’s not a new commandment because that commandment’s in the Old 

Testament, “…You [will] love your neighbor as yourself….” (Leviticus 

19:18) So I’m to love others. And then all of a sudden as I observed the text, 

which is what we teach you to do on Precepts for Life. We teach you to 

observe the text and discover for yourself what does it say. I saw it was a 

new commandment. Because in the Old Testament you are to love others as 

you love yourself. But here it’s a new commandment. Because Jesus is 

saying, “I want you to love one another even as I have loved you.” It is a 
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new commandment. It is a commandment that is taken to a higher level, a 

higher plane. Because I’m not to love as I would love myself, but now I’m to 

love as Jesus loved. And how did Jesus love? Jesus loved so much, listen 

carefully, that He laid down His life for others. He says in John 15, 

“Greater love has no [man] than this, [than that he] lay down his life for 

his friends.” (John 15:13) And so what Jesus is saying here is, “I want you 

to love others to the point of sacrifice.”  You say, “Well, am I supposed to 

die?” Well, on the battlefield men have died for one another. They’ve put 

themselves in the place of the bullet, or in a place of the sword, or in place of 

the bomb instead of letting someone else take it because of love. Because of 

heroism and it’s so admirable. But Beloved, what He’s talking about here, I 

think, is not you and I literally, physically dying on behalf of another person. 

But laying down my life for that person, laying down my expectations, 

laying down what I expect you to give me to make me feel good. Do you 

understand? So this Christmas what are you going to do? I would suggest 

that you don’t look at others and think: Now what can they do for me. How 

can they make me feel good? How can they make me happy? But that this 

Christmas what you do is, you live that crucified life. That crucified life that 

says, “I [am] crucified with Christ.” (Galatians 2:20) [In other words I’ve 

died. I’m crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live. I really am alive, yet the 

life that I now live, I live by the faith of the Son of God who lived and what, 

died for me.] (PARAPHRASE, Galatians 2:20) And I would suggest that 

this Christmas, what you do is, you practice sacrificing your hopes, your 

dreams, your ambitions, your expectations and simply saying, “God, I am 

here as a channel of Your love. And I am asking You to love others through 

me. I’m going to live that crucified life. I’m not going to think about me. I’m 

going to think about others. God, this is what I’m going to do. I am going to 

put others before myself. I’m going to look not on my own things, but I’m 

going to look upon the things of others. I want to be a channel for Your 

love.” Now let me say this, that if you have not received His love there’s no 
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way you can be a channel of His love. So if you have not truly, like 

Nicodemus, been born again; like the woman at the well, if you have not 

truly thirsted and drunk of the water of life that Jesus offers you, then you 

need to do it now. And I promise you that if you will do it now, if you will 

receive Jesus Christ, if you will say, “O my God, thank You for loving me, 

thank You for giving me Your Son, thank You for forgiveness of sins, thank 

You for the gift of eternal life. I believe and I receive Jesus.” Then God is 

going to [shed His love abroad in your heart] (PARAPHRASE, Romans 5:5) 

and you will be free to love God and love others. 


