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THURSDAY

OPEN

When you look at people that are turning their back on God, that are walking
away from Him, that are going deeper and deeper into a captivity, a sin that
holds them in bondage, when you look at them, how do you feel about
them? God says you are to weep. Weep for those that are taken captive
because they don’t have to be in that situation if they will just let God be
God.

PART ONE

Life, as I’ve said this week, can be wearying. It can get to you. And yet,
Precious One, if you know the Lord, it is life. It is not death; it is freedom. It
IS not captivity. And what we are going to see as we look at Jeremiah
chapter 22, God has a throne of justice and righteousness. We are going to
see how important that is. We’re going to see what happens to people when
they do not listen to God, when they do not act according to His justice,
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according to His righteousness. | was telling the crew as we were cutting this
program, I said, “I left out an illustration.” And I wanted to give you the
illustration. And you know what? It’s the program, so I’'m going to go back
and I’m going to tell on myself, okay? Do you remember when Jeremiah
was so distressed, and how he didn’t want to speak anymore for the Lord?
And yet, how there was a fire burning in his bones, and how he comes to this
point of exultation and he’s praising the Lord? (See Jeremiah 20:7-13) And
then the next thing you see right after verse 13 it says, “Sing to the LORD,
praise the LORD! For He has delivered the soul of the needy one from
the...evil doers.” (Jeremiah 20:13) God has delivered me; praise the Lord!
It’s hard, it’s rough, but God has delivered me. Then he turns around and in
the next breath he says, “Cursed be the day when I was born; let [not that]
day...be blessed when my mother bore me! Cursed be the man who
brought the news....” (Jeremiah 20:14-15) I’ve had a heavy, heavy
schedule. I mean, | have been going day and night. And we’ve just finished
an executive briefing, and so I’ve been with people that have come in and a
lot of our international leaders are here from Eurasia, our Portuguese
ministry, and our Ambassadors at Large, and everything. And it has been
wonderful! And we’ve been sharing, and we’ve all been teaching and
everything, but it was over on Sunday. And then | had guests at my house.
And | just loved having the fellowship and everything, but when they left |
had had it. | was so tired I couldn’t see straight. I thought, “I’ve got to get
into bed.” So at four o’clock in the afternoon, I get into bed. I want to have
time with my granddaughter at our house and my son because his wife is
dead. Her mother is ah deceased. And so | just want to be family. So at six-
thirty, | wake-up, and I want to have time with them. And that’s the only
thing that gets me out of bed. | am hurting. My body hurts. And 1 go in and |
call my son, and he says, “Mother, we’re chilling out at home, and I just
don’t want to come over right now. This is a good day for us.” So I said,
“Okay.” And I thought, “Phew! Don’t have to do that.” It sounds bad,
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doesn’t it? Go in there and my husband says, “What are we having for
dinner?” And I thought, “I don’t want to cook you dinner. I don’t want to
take care of you. I just want to go back to bed.” You get weary. You get
weary. And listen, | understand. And you know what? | got him dinner. | got
it on the table, but I didn’t want to sit down and eat with him. I wasn’t
hungry; | just wanted to go to bed. And | turned around and | looked at him,
and I said, “I am so sorry, but I want you to know I feel so irritable right
now. | just need to go and be by myself.” We get this way and it comes on
us. And it, in a sense, can overtake us if we don’t continue to walk by the
Spirit. But you know what? We do have the Spirit. We do have the
knowledge of God. We do have the strength. And it was my knowledge of
God that restrained me from just blowing it. But, Precious One, listen to me,
you look at the people out there in the world and those are people that don’t
know God. Those are people that are not interested in God. And sometimes
we look at those evil doers and we envy them. And we think, “Hey! They’ve
got it made.” And what we don’t realize is that they are going into captivity,
into the captivity of sin, into the results of sin. So as we look, I’ve told on
myself. And I don’t know if you’ve been there, if you’ve done that, but I
will tell you the thing that restrains me, and sends me to bed when I’'m
irritable, *cause I got back in bed. But the thing that restrains me is knowing
God, and knowing my end, and knowing what God is all about. | want us to
go to Jeremiah chapter 22. Now remember in 21 it’s like a change in the
book. And in 21, we saw him talking about the time of Zedekiah. We know
in the days of Zedekiah that’s the final siege of Jerusalem. Those people are
going to die by sword and famine and pestilence. Others are going to be
carried into Babylon, Pashhur and others, and they’re going to die there.
Others are going to settle down, and they’re going to live, but it’s not good.
It’s all brought about because the house of David did not administer justice
every morning. And so now in Jeremiah chapter 22, and I’ve already read to
you, the Word of the Lord that comes as he goes down to the king of Judah



JEREMIAH, PART 1 (RETURN TO ME) PRECEPT
PROGRAM 39 (#912039) ﬁk‘%ﬁ%‘é@?
WEEK 8 (912308) ) o
©2012 PRECEPT MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL

and there speaks his word. And this is what he says, ““... “Hear the word
of the LORD, O king of Judah...,””” verse 2, of chapter 22, “**...who sits
on David’s throne, you and your servants and your people who enter
these gates. Thus says the LORD, ‘Do justice and righteousness, and
deliver the one who has been robbed from the power of his oppressor.
Also do not mistreat or do violence to the stranger, the orphan...the
widow; and do not shed innocent blood in this place.”””” (Jeremiah 22:2-
3) And this is what we read yesterday. “‘““For if you men will indeed
perform this thing...,”””” (Jeremiah 22:4) If you will do justice if you will
do righteousness, if you will not mistreat or do violence to the orphan, or the
widow, or the stranger, “<«¢...then [your] kings will enter the gates of this
house, sitting in David’s palace on his throne, riding in chariots and on
horses, even the king himself and his servants and his people. But if you
will not obey these words, I swear by Myself,” declares the LORD, ‘that
this house will become a desolation.”””” (Jeremiah 22:4-5) But if you will
not obey these words, did you hear that? If you will not obey these words,
this house will become a desolation. “For thus says the LORD concerning
the house of the king of Judah: ‘You are like Gilead to Me, like the
summit of Lebanon....”” (Jeremiah 22:6) Gilead is beautiful. The summit
of Lebanon is high and glorious. He says, ““...Yet most assuredly I will
make you like a wilderness, like cities which are not inhabited. For | will
set apart...,”” now listen carefully, “¢...destroyers against you, each with
his weapons...,”” he says, “‘...and they will cut down your choicest
cedars and [they will] throw them [in] the fire. (Jeremiah 22:6-7) Many
nations will pass by this city; and they will say to one another, “Why has
the LORD done thus to this...city? ‘Then they will answer, “Because
they forsook the covenant of the LORD their God and [they] bowed
down to other gods and served them.””” (Jeremiah 22:8-9) He says, “Do
not weep...or mourn....” (Jeremiah 22:10) Don’t weep for the dead.
Don’t mourn for him, for Josiah, he’s the king that died. “...But weep
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continually for the one who goes away; for he will never return or see
his native land.” (Jeremiah 22:10) Now who is he talking about? He says
don’t weep for Josiah. He was a good king. He lived righteously. Yes, he is
dead, but he is the righteous dead. Weep for the one who was going to go
away. Weep for his son. Weep for Shallum. And then he says, “For thus
says the LORD in regard to Shallum the son of Josiah, king of Judah,
who became king in the place of Josiah his father, who went forth from
this place, ‘He will never return there; but in the place where they led
him captive, there he will die and not see this land again.”” (Jeremiah
22:11-12) He says, ““Woe to him who builds his house without
righteousness and his upper rooms without justice....”” (Jeremiah
22:13) Now what he does is he switches to another king, another king that is
going to be taken captive, another king that is going to be dealt with. Why?
Because, listen this king was taken captive by sin and the captivity to sin.
The fact that he would not turn to God, the fact that he would not listen to
God, the fact that he would not administer justice is also going to take him
into captivity. Precious One, and we’re going to discuss this in the next
segment of this program. But Precious Ones, listen to me. You may grow
tired. You may grow weary. You may grow irritable. But know this, if you
belong to the Lord you have a future and you have a hope so rejoice, don’t
weep. Yes, you go through the groans, but you don’t weep because the end
is good. We’ll talk about it in just a minute.

PART TWO

Welcome back, Beloved. And as we talk about weeping for people that are
in captivity, we’ve got to know, so many times when I have a friend and
their husband dies, their child dies, one of the things that | remind them of is
Psalm 116, verse 15. “Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of
[His holy ones] His godly ones.”(Psalms 116:15) That’s precious. But to
continue into captivity, and to live without the knowledge of God that is hell.
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That is hell here on earth, and that is hell for all the future. Well, now what’s
happening in Jeremiah chapter 22? He’s got a message for the kings. And
that is that he wants them to administer justice. He wants them to administer
righteousness. And then he tells them, “This is who I want you to weep for. |
don’t want you to weep for good king, Josiah. I want you to weep for his
sons, because his sons were evil and they did not administer justice and
righteousness, then his sons ended up in captivity. Let’s look at it. And what
| want us to do now is, we have looked all the way down through Jeremiah
chapter 22, and we have come to verse 10 where he tells us, “Do not weep
for the dead or mourn for him...,” he’s talking about Josiah, “...But weep
continually for the one who goes away; for he will never return or see
his native land. For thus says the LORD in regard to Shallum the son of
Josiah, king of Judah, who became king in the place of Josiah his father,
who went...from this place, ‘He will never return there; but in the place
where they led him captive, there he will die and not see this land
again.”” (Jeremiah 22:10-12) | want us to pause, and | want us to go to 2
Kings chapter 23. And | want to do is, | want to put us into historical context
because the historical context that you see now is going to carry you through
the rest of the book of Jeremiah. Now if you were downloading your free
study guide and you’ve never done this. And you say, “One more week, and
you’re at the end of part one.” Yeah, but do you know what follows part
one? Part two. So get with it and go to “preceptsforlife.com,”
“preceptsforlife.com,” because when you do, we have a list for you of the
historical events so that you can put everything in place. So go to 2 Kings.
You know, those of you that have been studying with us. We’ve gone
through the whole Old Testament up to this point in time except for Psalms
and Proverbs, but we’ve gone chronologically. And when you study the

prophets and you’ve read Kings. And you see what’s going on in Chronicles
it all fits together. Okay, so this is what | want you to understand: The
enemy is outside the gate. The enemy from the south; Egypt. The enemy
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from the north and Israel is under the judgment of God. And so you read in 2
Kings chapter 23, talks about the days of Josiah. And it says, “Before
him....” (2 Kings 23:25) talking about Josiah, now remember, Josiah is
reigning. And in the eighteenth year of his reign, they find the Word of God
that is lost in the house of God. He humbles himself; he tears his clothes. He
weeps before God and he calls the nation to make a covenant to serve God.
And it says in verse 25, “Before him there was no king like him who
turned to the LORD with all of his heart and with all of his soul and
with all his might, according to...the law of Moses; nor did any...arise
after him.” (2 Kings 23:25) So no king arose after him to sit on the throne
of David like Josiah. Well, you compare this with Jeremiah chapter 22, in
verse 15 and 16 and this is what you learn about him. Now I’'m jumping, and
we’ll get there tomorrow in this part of 2 Kings. But in Jeremiah chapter 22,
in verse 15, he is speaking to Jehoaikim. And he says, “‘Do you become a
king because you are competing in cedar? Did not your father eat and
drink and do justice and righteousness...?” (Jeremiah 22:15) He’s
talking about his father Josiah. “...then it was well with him. He pled the
cause of the afflicted and the needy; then it was well [with him]. Is [this]
not...what it means to know Me?’ declares the LORD.” (Jeremiah
22:15-16) To walk in justice and righteousness, to plead the cause of the
needy, that’s what you need to do now in our society when everybody’s
hurting and when people are falling apart and the economy is falling apart
and people are suffering. You and I need to be God’s arm of compassion.
It’s not the government that’s supposed to take care of them, it is us. It is the
people in justice and righteousness. So this was the days of Josiah, but go
back to 2 Kings chapter 23, verse 26, “However, the LORD did not turn
[away] the fierceness of His great wrath with which His anger burned
against Judah....” Why? “...Because of all the provocations with which
Manasseh had provoked him.” (2 Kings 23:26) Now Manasseh was the
great grandfather of Josiah. And God promised during Josiah’s life that there
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would be peace, but after Josiah dies then God is going to have to judge
them. “[And] the LORD said, ‘I will remove Judah...from My sight, as I
have removed Israel...I will cast off Jerusalem, [the] city which | have
chosen, and the temple of which I [have] said, “My name [will] be
there.”” Now the rest of the acts of Josiah and all that he did, are they
not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?” (2
Kings 23:27-29) Now catch this, and we’re going to pick this up tomorrow,
“In his days Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt...,” this is Neco the I, king of
Egypt, “...went up to the king of Assyria...,” look at your map, “...to the
river Euphrates. And King Josiah went to meet him, and when Pharaoh
Neco saw him he Kkilled him at Megiddo.” (2 Kings 23:29) So Josiah dies.
And God says, “Don’t weep for Josiah. Weep for the one that is taken from
his land that will never see it again.” Remember we read that in verse 30 of 2
Kings it says, “His servants drove his body in a chariot from Megiddo,
and brought him to Jerusalem and buried him in his own tomb. Then
the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah and anointed him
and made him king in place of his father.” (2 Kings 23:30) And what is
another name for Jehohaz? Well, you want to go back to Jeremiah chapter
22. And there in Jeremiah chapter 22, verse 11 that’s Shallum. And what do
you see is, this is the one that we are to weep for. Not the one that lived
righteously and died, but the one that lives unrighteously, and is taken into
captivity. God’s lesson for you is to do righteousness, to do justice, to live
righteously for Him even when you’re irritable and grumpy because you
have a future and a hope.



