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FRIDAY 

          

OPEN  

There’s a world out there, Beloved, that is lost and dying. There is a world 

that is at animosity with God. There is a world that belongs to the prince of 

this world, Satan, the arch enemy of God. And yet God has told you and me 

that we are to go. As we look at Matthew chapter 10, we look at Jesus 

commissioning the twelve and sending them out into fields that are white 

unto harvest. (See Matthew 9:37, 10:1) 

 

PART ONE 

Jesus had just raised a little girl from the dead. And when He raised that girl 

from the dead, this news spread throughout all of this land; all around the 

shores of and the cities of Galilee and up on the mountains they heard about 

this Man that had raised a girl from the dead. Don’t you know that this 

would cause many to flock to Him, because after all, if He had power over 

death, then He could do anything. Well as we come to Matthew chapter 9 in 
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verse 27 it says, “[And] as Jesus went [out] from there, two blind men 

followed Him, crying out, [saying] ‘Have mercy on us, [have mercy on us] 

Son of David!’” [“Have mercy on us!”] (Matthew 9:27) They had not seen 

the light of day. They had not seen the flowers of the field. They had not 

seen the trees. They had felt the breeze, but they had never seen its effect in 

the trees. And it says, “[And] when He entered [into] the house, the blind 

men came up to Him, and Jesus said to them, ‘Do you believe that I am 

able to do this?’ [And] they said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord, [yes].’ [And] then 

He touched their eyes, saying, ‘It shall be done to you according to your 

faith.’” (Matthew 9:28-29) [“Do you believe? Do you believe that I can 

heal you? Do you believe that I can give the blind sight? ‘Yes Lord, yes.’ 

And He touched their eyes, and when He touched their eyes they were 

opened and the blind could see.] (PARAPHRASE, Matthew 9:28-30a) It 

says, “…Their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly warned them: ‘See 

that no one knows about this!’” (Matthew 9:30) But let me ask you a 

question. You were blind and now you can see and you’re not to say a word? 

Is He asking the impossible? Oh, you and I know that if we had been blind 

and we could see, if we had been healed by Jesus, if our daughter or our 

sister had been raised from the dead, how could we keep quiet about it? And 

so it goes on to say, “But they went out and spread the news about Him 

throughout all that land.” (Matthew 9:31) Everyone heard, “I was blind. I 

was blind. I was walking along the road and I saw Jesus. And I said, ‘Son of 

David, have mercy on us!’ And He asked me if I believed, if I would 

believe. And I said, ‘Yes, yes.’ And He touched my eyes and I saw. I saw.” 

And so the news spread all over. It went from person to person. It went from 

house to house. It went from village to village. And it says, “[And] as they 

were going out…,” it says “…a mute, demon-possessed man was 

brought to Him.” (Matthew 9:32) The man could not speak. He was 

demon-possessed. That demon had taken a hold of his mouth and kept him 

from communicating. And it says, “[And] after the demon was cast out, 
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the mute man spoke; and the crowds were amazed, and were saying, 

‘Nothing like this has ever been [done] in Israel.’” (Matthew 9:33) 

“Never have we seen these things. The dead have been raised. The blind see. 

The demon-possessed have the demons cast out. The mute now can speak. 

We’ve never seen anything like this.” And it goes on to say, “But the 

Pharisees were saying, ‘He casts out the demons by the ruler of … 

demons.’” (Matthew 9:34) “It’s because He has the devil inside of Him. 

It’s because He has Beelzebub inside of him that He can cast out demons.” 

And then it says, “[And] Jesus was going through all the cities and 

villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 

kingdom…,” the good news of the kingdom, “…and healing every kind of 

disease and every kind of sickness.” (Matthew 9:35) Let’s pause there, 

Beloved. Let’s pause and reflect on what we’ve read because they--the 

Pharisees--did not want to believe what they were hearing so they had to 

make excuses. So they’re saying, “…He casts out…demons by the [prince] 

of…demons.” (Matthew 9:34) I want to ask you a question. What excuse 

have you made for not believing that Jesus Christ is who He is, the Son of 

Man, the Son of God? You open the Book. You read the Book. I’m standing 

in a land that testifies to the validity of this Book. You look at the Jews and 

the nation of Israel, the nation that has been reborn, the nation that has 

returned to the land, the nation that is bringing the Diaspora: the dispersed 

from all over the world. The nation whose desert is blossoming, the nation 

which God says has to be in the land before the Son of Man can come again, 

this nation testifies to the fact of the veracity of God. And yet, we don’t want 

to believe, do we? We want to have excuses. We want to say, “No, it’s not 

really as it is. I know you’re reading this. I know it says it. But how do you 

know it’s true?” You read other books and you say that they are true. You 

read other things and and you embrace them. You embrace the facts about 

chemistry. You embrace the facts about math. You say, “But it works. Try it. 

Try it. It works.” It’s a matter of faith, Beloved. And so what did Jesus do? 
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[“He went through all this region. And as He went through the region he 

stopped at synagogue after synagogue where they would gather to open the 

scrolls to read from the Book and to discuss what they had read, where they 

would teach and share with one another. And He went about teaching. But as 

He taught He also healed.”] (PARAPHRASED, Matthew 9:35) And what 

did that healing show? That healing showed that the power of God was on 

Him. Do you remember in John chapter 3 when Nicodemus comes to Jesus 

at night and he says, [“I know that no man could be doing the works that you 

are doing except that God is with Him. God is with You.”] 

(PARAPHRASED, John 3:2) And it was evident. And it says, “Seeing the 

people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and 

dispirited like sheep without a shepherd. [And] He said to His disciples, 

‘The harvest is plentiful, but he workers are few. Therefore beseech the 

Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.’” (Matthew 

9:36-37) [“I’m out here and I’m doing the work of God. But I want you to 

know there’s a harvest of people out there that God wants to save, that God 

wants to rescue, that God wants to set free, and yet the workers are few. I 

want you to pray to the Lord of the harvest that He will thrust more laborers 

into His field.”] (PARAPHRASED, Matthew 9:36-37) I want to ask you a 

question, Beloved. Do you know the truth? Have you met Jesus Christ? Has 

the Son of God come into your life? Has He removed the scales from off of 

your eyes? Has He turned you from darkness, from blindness, from the god 

of this world who has blinded your eyes (See 2 Corinthians 4:4), has He 

turned you from that? Has He opened your eyes? Have you beheld the light 

of the gospel? Have you heard the glorious good news of the gospel of the 

kingdom of God that the King has come, that [He’s coming again and that 

He will rule and all the earth will bow the knee and every tongue will 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord?] (PARAPHRASE, Philippians 2:10-11) 

Do you know that? Are you sharing that? Are you sharing it? “…The 

harvest is [great], but the workers are few.” (Matthew 9:37b) You and I 
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are to pray to God. You and I are to cry to the Lord of the harvest. There’s a 

whole world out there. Precept Ministries International is trying to reach the 

world with the Word of God, not so that we can get people to believe as we 

believe, but so that we might introduce them to the Book, so that we might 

show them how to discover truth for themselves. We’re doing it through 

Bible studies. We’re doing it by sending people into 121 countries. We’re 

doing it by printing books in 67 languages. We’re doing it by broadcasting, 

by radio and by television, not just in the United States, but around the 

world. We need more laborers. We need more workers. We know that the 

fields are white unto harvest because they’re begging us, “Come over here. 

Give us more books. Give us more help. Give us more teaching. Never, 

never, have we learned what we’ve learned through the Word of God until 

you taught us how to study God’s Word for ourselves.” O Beloved, what are 

you doing with what God has given you? What are you doing with the 

monies that God has given you to reach the world? What are you doing with 

the time and the talents that God has given you to reach the world? The 

harvest is ripe. The fields are over white. “…The fields … are white [unto] 

harvest.” (John 4:35) Jesus says in the gospel of John. The fields are white 

unto harvest.”  It means that they’re overripe. They’re past the picking. But 

they’re being picked because they’re not laborers there. O, Precious One, do 

you hear the call? Do you hear Jesus say that “…He felt compassion for 

[the people], because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep 

without a shepherd?” (Matthew 9:36) Do you know that sheep without a 

shepherd do not fare well? They’re left prey to wolves. They’re left prey to 

animals. They are left prey to poisoning themselves, left prey to nibbling 

their ways right off of a cliff. Sheep need a shepherd. And, Precious One, 

you and I are called to go and to let the voice of the Shepherd be heard so 

that they might hear the voice of the Shepherd and that they might come to 

Him. And He will not cast them out, but He will give them life. [“And no 

one will be able to pluck them out of His hand.”] (PARAPHRASE, John 
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10:28) You and I need to feel the compassion of Jesus Christ. We need to 

look at those people and we need to know that they need a shepherd. And 

you and I need to step into that field white unto harvest and call His sheep 

that they might hear His voice, they might come to Him and that He might 

give them eternal life. We’ll talk about that more in just a minute. 

 

PART TWO 

Jesus had had His public ministry for some time. Now He was going around 

this region, the region of the Galilee. And as He went around He was 

preaching in the synagogues. “…He felt compassion [on the people], 

because they were…like sheep…,” and they were lost and they were 

“…dispirited….” (Matthew 9:36) and they needed a shepherd. [“And so 

He said, ‘Cry to the Lord of the harvest.’”] (PARAPHRASE, Matthew 9:38) 

“[For] the harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.” (Matthew 9:37) 

And then in Matthew chapter 10 it tells us that, “Jesus summoned His 

twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast 

them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness.” 

(Matthew 10:1) He was the One that was doing the healing. He was the One 

that was casting out demons. Now He commissions the twelve. Now He 

passes His authority to these men who had been faithful. And it says, “Now 

the names of the twelve apostles are these: The first, [was] Simon, who is 

called Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee, 

and John his brother.” (Matthew 10:2) Remember we have read about 

their calling: “[And] Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the 

tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the 

Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed Him. These twelve 

Jesus sent out after instructing them….” (Matthew 10:3-5) Now what 

were His instructions? He said, “…Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, 

and do not enter any city of the Samaritans.” (Matthew 10:5) [“I don’t 

want you to go to the Gentiles and I don’t want you to go to the 
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Samaritans.”] (PARAPHRASE, Matthew10:5b) Now who were the 

Samaritans? The Samaritans, more or less, were half-breeds. They were 

Jews who had cohabitated, who had intermarried with those that the 

Assyrians had sent down to occupy Samaria after they had conquered the 

Northern Kingdom. And so there was a mixture in their religion. Jesus 

doesn’t want them to go there. But this is what He says, “But rather go to 

the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” (Matthew 10:6) “There are many 

sheep out there. They’re Jews. They’re of the house of Israel, but they’re 

lost.” They don’t know and understand that He’s the Son of God, that He’s 

the Son of Man, that He is the Messiah, that He is the King of the Jews. That 

He is Yeshua ha Meshiach--the One that has been promised. The lost house 

of Israel doesn’t know that. And He says, “…As you go, preach, [proclaim, 

herald this news]…, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” (Matthew 

10:7) It’s at hand. It is open. The door is opened to you because Messiah has 

come. He says, “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out 

demons. Freely you received, freely give. Do not acquire gold, or silver, 

or copper for your money belts, or [do not take] a bag for your journey, 

or even two coats, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is worthy of his 

support.” (Matthew 10:8-10) “I don’t want you to be encumbered by these 

things. I want you to be able to lay those aside. I want you to know that as 

you go, because you’re a worker in the kingdom of God, then you’re worthy 

of your support. In other words, if you run out of sandals they’ll be given to 

you. If you need a new coat it will be given to you because you are doing the 

work of God.” What a word that is to us, because it seems today that what 

we’re proclaiming is a gospel, not of the kingdom, but a gospel of wealthy 

and health and happiness and how God wants to lavish these things upon 

you, that He wants to give you a good car, that He wants to give you a big 

home, that He wants you to dress like kids of the king. You know that’s not 

the way they dressed. They followed Jesus. And as followers of Jesus, He 

says, “I don’t want you to acquire these things for your journey.” 
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(PARAPHRASE, Matthew 10:9) He says, “…The worker is worthy of his 

support. And whatever city or village you enter, inquire who is worthy 

in it, and stay [in] his house until you leave that city.” (Matthew 10:10-

11) “When you go in to that village, when you go into that city I want you to 

ask the question. I want you to ask, “Who is a righteous person here. Who is 

an upstanding person?” And I want you to go to that man’s house and I want 

you to stay there. And I want you to stay there until you leave that city.” He 

says, “As you enter the house, give it your greeting.” (Matthew 10:12) 

Give it your blessing. “If the house is worthy, give it your blessing of 

peace. But if it’s not worthy, take back your blessing of peace.” 

(Matthew 10:13) In other words, you’re going to inquire and say, “Okay, 

whose house should I go to?” You get into that house and all of a sudden 

you see everything is not right. If everything is not right, listen carefully, 

you cannot give it a blessing of peace. Why? Because they’re not at peace 

with God, because they’re not righteous, because they’re not doing what 

they should do. So you cannot bless the unrighteous. You cannot say to 

them, “The blessing of peace be upon you.” Or if you walk in and you start 

to say the blessing of peace be upon you and you see that it shouldn’t be 

there, I want you to take it back. That’s the power of their word. He says, 

“Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of 

that house or [as you go out of] that city, shake the dust off [of] your feet. 

[“Shake the dust off of your feet.”] Truly I say to you, it will be more 

tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment 

than for that city.” (Matthew 10:14-15) Why? What have they done? They 

have come into that city and they have testified of the power of God. They 

have come into that city and they have healed the sick and they have cast out 

demons and they have healed the lepers. They have proved and shown that 

the kingdom of God has come, that His authority has been given to His 

workers and His workers are there tending for them, as sheep without a 

[shepherd bringing the lost sheep of the house of Israel to God, 
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Himself.](PARAPHRASE, Matthew 9:36) And if they say, “No, we don’t 

want it,” then He said, [“I’m telling you, it’s going to be more tolerable for 

Sodom and Gomorrah in that day than it is going to be for you, My friend, 

because in Sodom and Gomorrah they had the angels visiting them. They 

had the sign of the Son of God and they responded better than you because 

you had the very power of God in your midst.”] (PARAPHRASE, Matthew 

10:15) And so He goes on to say, “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the 

midst of wolves; so be [as] shrewd as serpents and [as] innocent as 

doves.” (Matthew 10:16) “I want you to be smart as you go out. And as you 

go out I want you to be as shrewd as a serpent. I want you to be as innocent 

as a dove, no guile, no meanness, no spitefulness.” “But beware of men, 

for they will hand you over to the courts and [they will] scourge you in 

their synagogues; and you will even be brought before governors and 

kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. But when 

they hand you over, do not worry [worry] about how or what you are to 

say; for it will be given to you in that hour what you are to say. …It is 

not you who speak[s], but …the Spirit of [God] who speaks in you. 

Brother will betray brother…a father his child; … children will rise up 

against parents and cause them to be put to death. You will be hated by 

all [men] because of My name, but it’s the one who has endured to the 

end who will be saved.” (Matthew 10:17-22) We’re sent forth in the name 

of God and to spread the gospel of the kingdom of Jesus Christ and tell 

people how they who are lost can be found and be saved. It won’t be easy, 

but you and I need to know that He is with us. So go forth, Precious Worker, 

into the fields that are white unto harvest. 


