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FRIDAY

OPEN

Have you ever heard the verse? It’s from Zechariah, [it’s not by might, it’s
not by power, but it’s by My Spirit.] (PARAPHRASE, Zechariah 4:6) Was it
just a verse of Scripture that you heard? Did it sound really good, but did
you not know what it means? O Beloved, listen: Today you are going to
understand it. Today you are not only going to understand it, but you’re
going to know how to live in the light of it.

PART ONE

| told you in our last program that | was excited about teaching you this
lesson. And I’m excited about teaching it because when we grasp it and
understand it; understand it intellectually, have the knowledge of the truth,
then we have the means of taking that truth and living according to it, living
according to every word that comes out of the mouth of God. (See Matthew
4:4) We’ve looked at ourselves. We’ve said, “Hey, I am not what I ought to
be. I’ve blown it. What is happening to me that I am not more mature?” Well
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it all comes down to understanding the truth of this lesson and living in the
light of it. It comes down to if | am going to glorify God in my body, if | am
going to give a correct or true estimate of Him then it has to be by the Spirit,
which, in a sense, is really good news because it’s saying hey, you don’t
have to conjure it up. You don’t have to figure out how to do it. You just
need to know the truth, and then walk in the light of that truth. Now just a
quick review because it’s important that we get it together in one lesson.
“God created man in His...image....” (Genesis 1:27) God created man to
glorify Him down here on earth, to show and live before the whole world as
God Himself would live on the face of this earth. But a serpent came into the
Garden, lied to Eve, and got Eve to eat and disobey God, to eat the fruit of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God said the day that you eat of
that you will die. (See Genesis 2:17) She heard from the serpent you’re not
gonna die. You’re gonna be like God. You’re gonna know good and evil.
God’s holding back on you. So she listened to the serpent. She disobeyed
God. She took the fruit of the tree. She ate it. She gave it to Adam. Adam ate
it and then they reproduced. (See Genesis 3:1-6) And what did they
reproduce? They reproduced little sinners. If you have ever parented a child
you know what that means because we have all sinned. We have “...all
[fallen] short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23) The image of God is
greatly distorted in us. And we have a natural bent to walk according to our
flesh, just whatever we want. It’s all about me. A baby, you don’t give me
what I want, I’m going to cry. And you’re not gonna teach me how to lie.
You’re gonna teach me how to tell the truth. You’re not gonna teach me how
to disobey. You’re gonna teach me how to obey. Why? Because [ am born a
liar, I am born a disobedient person. I am born a sinner. So God, seeing the
state of man, and loving man, and wanting to save man from this condition
of sin, took His Son who was with Him in the beginning and caused His Son
to leave heaven, to come down to earth, to be born of a virgin, to be born
without sin, because it is God’s seed in Mary. God puts Jesus in Mary. Mary
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gives birth to Jesus and [Jesus is the only begotten of the Father. He is full of
grace and truth and we, as John 1:14 says, behold His glory.]
(PARAPHRASE John 1:14) Now why does Jesus become flesh and blood?
He becomes flesh and blood in order to break the power that the devil has
over us. What gives the devil his power is our sin because “...the wages of
sin is death...,” Romans 6:23, “...but the...gift of God is eternal life
[through] Jesus [Christ] our Lord.” (Romans 6:23) | want us to go two
places. | want us to go first of all to Hebrews chapter 1 and look at another
aspect of what God is teaching us here about Jesus Christ. Hebrews chapter
1, verse 1, “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets
in many portions and in many ways,” (Hebrews 1:1) and | quoted you
one of the things that He spoke. [It’s not by might. It’s not by power. It’s by
My Spirit, said the Lord.] (PARAPHRASE, Zechariah 4:6) That comes from
the book of Zechariah. He says, “In these last days [in these last days God]
has spoken to us in His Son....,” (Hebrews 1:2) not just through His Son,
but in His Son. In everything that His Son is God has spoken to us. So we
look at Him. We not only listen to the words that He says, but we look at the
works that He does. And what He’s doing is He who is a man is showing us
what God intended when God made man in His image, when man was
without sin. So this is what Jesus shows us. But now what | want you to see
is this. In verse 3 it tells us of Hebrews chapter 1. It says, let me read verse 2
again. “In these last days [God] has spoken to us in His Son, whom He
appointed heir of all things....” He’s gonna inherit everything.
“...Through whom also He made the world.” We saw that in our last
program when we looked at John chapter 1. “...He [Jesus] is the radiance
of His glory....” (Hebrews 1:2-3) In other words, what Jesus does is being
down here on earth when we look at Jesus we see that He is the radiance of
the glory of God. In other words, He simply radiates in His whole life, in
everything that He does, in everything that He says, in everything that He is,
He is the radiance. It’s like the radiance of the sun. “...He is the radiance of
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[God’s] glory....” And it goes on to say “...and [ah He upholds and He is]
the [exact] exact representation of [God’s] nature....” (Hebrews 1:3) [So
Jesus says to Phillip, “If you’ve seen Me you’ve seen the Father,”] in John
14. (PARAPHRASE, John 14:9) So He is the exact representation of the
Father. Now that’s what God made man to be in Genesis chapter 1 before
man sinned. But sin entered into the world and because sin entered into the
world and God said to Adam and Eve, *““...the day that you eat [of the fruit
of that tree] you will surely die.”” (Genesis 2:17) You’re gonna die, when
God said that by “...one man sin entered into the world...,” (Romans
5:12) when they ate the fruit of the tree. So now God’s in a dilemma. God
made man to be in His image and to reflect His glory. Man sinned. Now
Satan is ruling over man because “...the wages of sin is death...,”
(Romans 6:23) and because they decided to believe the serpent instead of
believe God they move from life to death. They move from the kingdom of
God to the kingdom of Satan. Satan becomes the prince of this world, the
prince of the power of the air. (See 1 John 5:19 & Ephesians 2:2) And that’s
1 John 5 and other Scriptures. So he becomes the ruler of this world. And we
are dead in our trespasses and sins we are by nature children of wrath. We
are sons of disobedience. So what does God do? He sends Jesus. Jesus
becomes flesh and blood. Why? Go again to Hebrews chapter 2, verse 14,
“Therefore...,” therefore, term of conclusion, “...since the children...,”
since human beings, “...share in flesh and blood....” In other words, since
we were made flesh and blood, Genesis 1, verse 26. Since we “...[share in
flesh and blood] He Himself [Jesus] likewise also partook of the same....”
(Hebrews 2:14) So what Jesus does is Jesus leaves heaven. He is born a
human being. He “...[partakes] of the same....” (Hebrews 2:14) “And the
Word became flesh...,” John 1:14 as we saw in our last program, “...and
dwelt among us, and we [behold] His glory....” We saw who He was.
“...As of the only begotten [0f] the Father, full of grace and truth.”
(John 1:14) Twice God leans down from heaven and says, “...“This is My
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beloved Son, in whom | am well-pleased.”” (Matthew 3:17) [“This is My
beloved Son. Hear what He is saying.”] (PARAPHRASE, Luke 9:35) So
Jesus becomes flesh and blood. Now why? And I don’t want you to miss
this. This is key. “...He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that
through death He might render powerless him who had the power of
death, that is, the devil.” (Hebrews 2:14) So what happens is Jesus comes.
He’s without sin. [He’s tempted in all points as you and I are tempted. ]
(PARAPHRASE, Hebrews 4:15) But He walks by the Spirit. Remember the
Spirit comes on Him at His baptism. (See Matthew 3:16) And Jesus walks
the way you and | are to walk. He walks under the dominion of the Spirit,
under the leadership of the Spirit. And as He walks under the leadership of
the Spirit He shows us how we are to live. He dies on the cross. He has no
sin. [God takes Jesus and makes Jesus who knows no sin to be sin for us.] (2
Corinthians 5:21) “...The wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23) [Jesus
says, “Father, | commend My spirit into Your hands,” and He dies.]
(PARAPHRASE, Luke 23:46) And when He dies He breaks the power of
Satan because He pays for our sins in full. Now I want to tell you something,
it does not end there. That is just the beginning of where your power comes
from. We’ll talk about it in just a minute.

PART TWO

Isn’t it exciting to understand, to know truth? I mean, not just to hear it, but
to know it for yourself, to grasp it, to have that knowledge of God. It’s the
knowledge of God that brings the fear of God, the respect of God, the trust
of God. It’s the knowledge of God that keeps you from going into captivity
that keeps you from being led astray. It’s the knowledge of God. It’s [truth
that sets you free.] (PARAPHRASE, John 8:32) Do you know what God’s
doing? He’s “...bringing many sons to glory....” (Hebrews 2:10) When
Jesus Christ is hanging on that cross, when He is suffering God is doing it to
bring you to glory. | want us to look at it. Go to Hebrews chapter 2. And
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you’ve got to get this verse down, OK. And it’s verse 10, “[For it was fitting
for Him...,]” and this is a reference to God the Father. “For it was fitting
for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in
bringing many sons to glory....” You want to mark “glory” there. “...To
perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.” (Hebrews
2:10) In other words, how does God bring you to glory? He brings you to
glory through the suffering of Jesus Christ, through the death of Jesus Christ.
It’s just like he said. ““...[Jesus] partook of [flesh and blood] of the same [as
man so] that [He] through death...might render powerless him who had
the power of death....” (Hebrews 2:14) You’ve got to understand this. Get
it in your mind, and ask God to get it into your heart, into your
consciousness. Satan’s power is broken in your life if you are a child of God.
The minute you become a child of God you move from darkness to light.
You move from the kingdom of Satan to the kingdom of God. You move
from death to life, eternal life. God then, is in the process in that salvation, of
bringing you to glory, getting you to live in such a way on planet earth that
you glorify God. Now how is He going to do it? It’s not just through the
death and burial of Jesus Christ and the resurrection of Christ. But it’s what
the resurrection brings. So you need to write this down. Go to John chapter
7. Jesus is performing His earthly ministry. Now in John chapter 7, He’s at
the feast of tabernacles. And at the feast of tabernacles on the last day they
pour out this water and they recite the Hallel, a psalm that talks about
salvation. And it says in verse 37 of John 7, “Now on the last day, the
great day of the feast, Jesus stood and [He] cried out, [and He said] ‘If
anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.”” (John 7:37) This is the
well of salvation. “I am the water of life.” And then it says, “‘He...,”” Jesus
said, “‘[He] who believes in Me, as the Scripture [says,] “From his
innermost being [shall] flow rivers of living water.””” (John 7:38)
Remember what had the children of Israel done when they changed their
glory for that which did not profit? [They committed two evils. They forsook
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the fountain of living waters and they hewn out cisterns.] (PARAPHRASE,
Jeremiah 2:13) Jesus is saying, “Hey, if you’re thirsty come to Me.” “‘He
[that] believes in Me, “[out of his belly] will flow rivers of living water.”””
(John 7:38) Now watch. “But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those
who believed in Him were to receive....” (John 7:39) In other words, if |
believe in Jesus, if | acknowledge Him as God, as the Son of God, as the
Savior of the World, as the One who paid for my sins, as my Lord and my
Master, then I’'m going to receive the Holy Spirit from Him. But it says this:
“...For the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet
glorified.” (John 7:39) To be glorified He had to die. He had to be buried.
He had to be raised from the dead. Remember in John 17 in verse 4 He says,
[“I have glorified You on earth. I have finished the work that You’ve given
Me to do.”] (PARAPHARSE John 17:4) Why? He’s headed for Calvary.
He’s going to die. So the Spirit can’t be given because Jesus has to not only
die, be buried, but He has to be resurrected and ascend into heaven so that
they can see hey, He totally conquered death. He lives. He is with God the
Father. So watch what it says here. It says “...For the Spirit was not yet
given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.” (John 7:39) But when Jesus
goes to heaven then the Spirit comes down. And this is what you see in Acts
chapter 1 and Acts chapter 2. He says you wait for the promise of the Spirit;
the promise of power for you shall receive power when the Spirit has come
on you. (See Acts 1:8) So now watch what happens, Ephesians chapter 1.
After Corinthians it’s General Electric Power Company, Galatians,
Ephesians. And in Ephesians chapter 1, in verse 13 and 14 this is what it
says. | love the way Scripture fits together. This is what he says. “In Him,
[in Jesus] you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel [the
good news] of your salvation—having also believed....” (Ephesians 1:13)
Remember 2 Thessalonians says “...through [salvation and] sanctification
[of] the Spirit and faith in the truth.” (2 Thessalonians 2:13) You,
“...having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of
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promise.” (Ephesians 1:13) So now when you believe the Holy Spirit
comes down on you. You are sealed. “Who is given...,” the Holy Spirit is
given “...as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of
God’s own possession....” (Ephesians 1:14) In other words, the Holy Spirit
seals you and guarantees you that when you die you’re going to be [absent
from the body and you’re going to be present with the Lord.]
(PARAPHRASE, 2 Corinthians 5:8) The Holy Spirit is the guarantee of your
redemption. But the Holy Spirit is more than that. Go to Galatians now,
chapter 5. In Galatians chapter 5 he says, “...if you are led by the Spirit,
you are not under the Law.” (Galatians 5:18) Then he talks about the
deeds of the flesh and he talks about how the flesh and the Spirit are in
conflict with one another. And then he says this, “But the fruit of the Spirit
Is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control....If we live by the Spirit, let us...walk by the Spirit.”
(Galatians 5:22-23, 25) Now hang on. If | walk by the Spirit I glorify God.
And it’s the Spirit of God on me. It’s the Spirit of God in me that causes me
to glorify God. 1 Corinthians chapter 6, verse 19 and 20. “[ What? Don’t]
you...know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit who is in
you...[you’re] not your own? ...[you’re] bought with a price: therefore
glorify God in your body.” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) How do I glorify
God? And we’re gonna talk about this more on the next program. But how
do I glorify God? I glorify God by walking in the Spirit. It’s the Spirit within
me that has the character of God. And the more the Spirit controls me the
more | glorify God. Guard your glory. Walk by the Spirit.



